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thought only of saving their funds and their organization. It never
seems to have occurred to them that these were doomed in any
case; never occurred to the political leaders that by laming the
resistance-power and damping the enthusiasm of their followers
they were sealing their own fates as well as those of the move-
ment. Their inaction was wise, but it was short-sighted wisdom.
It is probable that they would have been beaten, but it was better
to be beaten than to convince the movement that it was their
intention never to fight, better to be beaten in fight than to make
it inevitable that they would be unable to fight in the future. But
if there was a case for surrender on tactical grounds, there was
certainly no case for the subsequent failure to make any prepara-
tions at all for resistance. The action against Prussia might have
been a piece of decisive good fortune, if refusal to resist then had
been the preliminary to real preparation to resist fiercely later. It
is not always that warning is so generously given by the enemy;
the real fault of the Socialist leadership was in refusing to profit
by it. In face of that refusal the outburst of fury in the Socialist
press was as meaningless as the jubilation of their enemies at
the crushing of the "Red terror" which raged more furiously
than ever it had dared to do when the Prussian police was under
a democratic government.
Papen's boldness had been justified. He had taken accurately
the measure of the Socialist opposition and had seriously injured
its power to interfere with him. The whole incident enhanced the
prestige of the government and must have greatly encouraged the
cabinet in the proof that the old spirit of abdicationism was still the
ruling spirit in Germany. Their fears of a "putsch" went measur-
ably down.
From this brisk interlude the election hurried to its close. The
final ministerial manifestoes, despite the fact that their authors
knew perfectly well that, whatever happened, the result of the
poll would be to put them in a terrific minority, were full of con-
fidence that the majority opposed to them would be innocuous.
Pious wishes apart, these manifestoes were a direct appeal to
National Socialism, not indeed to vote for the government—for
there was no government party—but for support in the new

